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HOMOSEXUALITY AND THE LAW 

due to the heat alone, bending and tearing of the hair shaft, fissures in the 
hair, clean cuts and Iongtitudinal fractures. 

In direct injuries the lesions are modified by the nature of the underly- 
ing surface and the character of the weapon. 

Injuries produced by an instrument with a flat surface against the flat 
portion of the skull are characterized by a long ribbon-like flattening of the 
hair shaft. On the convex portion of the skull the hair becomes spindle 
formed. Blunt instruments produce sharply circumscribed rosette-like enlarge- 
ments, while objects with sharp edges produce fractures with broadening 
and splitting of the ends. 

Changes produced by injuries inflicted after death depend upon the time 
that has elapsed since the assault and upon the influence of air, water, blood, 
etc., all of which conditions Rottger has especially studied. He found that hair 
allowed to soak in blood for six months showed definite changes, as Iongti- 
tudinal fissures of the shaft and splitting off of fibres. 

He further placed hair in the thermostat at 40 C. for ten days in a 
mixture of blood and tissue fluid, but found no change in human hair, be- 
yond a reddish brown discoloration, while rabbit's hairs showed fractures and 
complete disappearance of pigment. 

The two chief medico-legal aspects of the changes which human hair 
undergo concern: (1) The possibility of determining the nature of the in- 
jury inflicted, and (2) the possibility of identification or of determining the 
age of the individual. 

To the first question Rottger answers that in general neither the injuries 
inflicted during life, nor after death, produce characteristic and reliable changes; 
further, that we can only form an opinion as to the nature of the injury 
when the body region to which the hair belongs, and the surrounding con- 
ditions, are known and considered. 

Identification is not always possible, on account of the color changes 
which hair is subject to after death. The age of the hair is equally uncer- 
tain, for in favorable conditions hair has been preserved for hundreds of 
years, but in conditions favoring decomposition the destructive changes are 
rapid and set in soon after death. Smith Ely Jelliffe. 

Homosexuality and the Law. — There is no doubt, writes Bruno Meyer, 
{Archiv fiir Kriminal-Anthropologie und Kriminalistik, XLIV, 191 1, 235-249)' 
that inversion of the sexual instinct is congenital in the vast majority of 
cases and that very little can be done. It is often acquired, however, during 
adolescence, before the sexual instinct is completely differentiated, when the 
nature of the influence to which the individual is subjected determines the 
direction of the instinct. Meyer thinks that preventive and restrictive meas- 
ures should be directed chiefly towards this form, as it is precisely during ado- 
lescence that the examples of homo-sexuals— among the female sex as well- 
is most dangerous, especially as psychic hermaphroditism is not uncommon. 

The explanation of this phenomenon is found in the fact that the male 
and female sexual organs are developed from the same germinal layer, so 
that if differentiation has not been complete the individual may anatomically 
belong to one sex and psychically to the other. Psychic hermaphroditism in- 
cludes all transition types between normal sexual tendency and total inversion. 

Homosexuality may also be acquired by adults who have experienced 
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BILL TO ESTABLISH A CHILDREN'S BUREAU 

heterosexual inclination, but in whom a revulsion of feeling has been caused 
by some disagreeable experience, and later through seduction or bad ex- 
ample the sexual instinct is completely inverted. 

We know that the sexual desire originates in the cerebral cortex and 
not in the sexual organs; therefore, it is clear that any misdirection of the 
desire indicates some anomaly or disease of the cortex. Homosexuality is 
therefore parallel to insanity, and it becomes the duty of the state to guard 
the population against this evil by enforcing certain measures, as it does in 
insanity. 

It is generally accepted that degeneration is the fundamental cause of homo- 
sexuality. Degeneration, on the other hand, is the direct outcome of our 
present social order and exists only in man and domestic animals. As man 
advances in civilization degeneration increases, because better care is taken 
of epileptics and the mentally defective, and they are allowd to procreate, 
though their offspring are invariably degenerates. As homosexuality is a dis- 
tinct manifestation of degeneration, it is a direct product of our culture. 

By rendering it punishable, we cannot prevent the cause — degeneration — 
but the fear of punishment would prevent those whose sexual instinct is not 
differentiated from yielding to the as yet faint impulse. 

The present German penal code says that acts of unnatural debauch 
committted between persons of the male sex shall be punished with' imprison- 
ment — not less than six months — and loss of civic rights. 

It is now proposed to include the female sex and to extend the term 
of imprisonment to five years. 

Meyer states that in his opinion there is no ground for constituting the 
performance of some moral offense a penal offense when performed by two 
adults who have given their mutual consent, but the law must ensure that 
no boy or girl, who has not yet reached the age of discretion, should be 
seduced or abused by some other person. The age limit is at present 16 years, 
but he agrees with Wulffen that it should be raised to 20, or, better still, to 21 
for both sexes. As regards the inclusion of the female sex, it is absolutely 
necessary for the checking of this evil. 

In summing up, Meyer states that homosexual acts should be punishable 
whenever (1) performed upon an individual under the age limit, (2) per- 
formed upon adults without consent. Compulsion here includes the use of 
hypnotics or narcosis. 

Attempts at seduction, where proven, should also be punishable. 

Smith Ely Jei.liffe. 
courts, laws. 

A Bill to Establish in the Department of Commerce and Labor a 
Bureau to Be Known as the Children's Bureau. — Be it enacted by the Senate 
and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, that there shall be established in the Department of Commerce and 
Labor a bureau to be known as the Children's Bureau. 

Sec. 2. That the said bureau shall be under the direction of a chief, to be 
appointed by the President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
and who shall receive an annual compensation of five thousand dollars. The 
said bureau shall investigate and report upon all matters pertaining to the wel- 
fare of children and child life, and shall especially investigate the questions 
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